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Advent of farming in Netherlands 
c. 7500-7000 years ago
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Neolithic Linearbandkeramik (Bogucki, 2000)

Sauber (2014)

Study site
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Re-introduction processes
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Brommerlerwaard

Experience the beating heart of 
the Dutch river landscape.

Beleef het kloppende hart 
van Nederlands

rivierenlandschap.

https://www.staatsbosbeheer.nl/natuurgebieden/bommelerwaard

Classic view of the pre-farming landscape
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Closed canopy woodland



2-12-2019

3

Landscape evolution
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van Beek et al. (2015)

Fossil pollen records from the Twente region

Landscape evolution
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Atlantic period (c. 8900 – 5700 years ago)

van Beek et al. (2015)
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Landscape evolution
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van Beek et al. (2015)

Sub-boreal period (c. 5700 – 2600 years ago)

Processes in the pre-farming landscape

8Vera (2000); Sevink et al. (2018)
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Processes in the pre-farming landscape
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Woodland pasture

Vera (2000); Sevink et al. (2018)

Processes in the pre-farming landscape
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Woodland pasture

Vera (2000); Sevink et al. (2018)
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What was the pre-farming landscape?
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Woodland pasture Closed canopy woodland

Evidence of past vegetation
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Solomonova et al. (2017)

Denk & Ketleva (2014)
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Evidence of past vegetation
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Evidence of past animals
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Burney et al. (2003)
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Evidence of past fire
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Whitlock & Larsen (2001)

Well-Aijen archaeological site
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Well

Aijen

River Maas
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Well-Aijen archaeological site
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Time

Well-Aijen archaeological site

18North

100m

0m
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Well-Aijen archaeological site
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Chronological control
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Advent of farmingFarming Pre-farming
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Vegetation: Pollen
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Farming

Pre-
farming

Vegetation: Phytoliths
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Farming

Pre-farming
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Animals
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Farming

Pre-
farming

Fire
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Farming

Pre-farming
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The Dutch landscape before farming
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Thank you

26
@palaeolim www.ecologyofthepast.info

2
6


