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“Stories make us human” 

J .  G O T T S C H A L L



“The last pedologist(s) in 
the woods?” 

V A R I O U S  C O L L E A G U E S



“What can we learn from some great storytellers? ” 



“To know you, 
 is to love you” 
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W R I G H T  S .  &  W O N D E R  S . ,  1 9 7 2







“Who’s going to love the 
big brown blob” ?

A D A P T E D  F R O M  P A R A M O U N T ,  1 9 5 8



“Soil Science is too difficult 
for the general public” 

T H O U G H T  3

I M P O R T A N T  P R O F E S S O R   -  W O R L D  S O I L  
C O N G R E S S  B R I S B A N E

E U  O F F I C I A L  -  B A R I  E U R O S O I L  C O N F E R E N C E



“Soil Science is NOT too 
difficult for the general 

public” 

S A M  A N D  N I N A  

T H O U G H T  3  -  B I S

D O N ’ T  B E  A F R A I D  O F  T H E  ‘ B I G  B A D  P R O F I L E ’  



“Why would people listen 
to you?” 
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A R T I S T  I N  R E S I D E N C E  -  D E  W A R A N D E

F A T H E R  -  F I C T I O N A L  W R I T E R  A K A  
P R O F E S S I O N A L  S T O R Y T E L L E R



“Why would people listen 
to you?” 
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A R T I S T  I N  R E S I D E N C E  -  D E  W A R A N D E

F A T H E R  -  F I C T I O N A L  W R I T E R  A K A  
P R O F E S S I O N A L  S T O R Y T E L L E R

A F R I C A  I N  P R O F I L E
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https://ees.kuleuven.be/africa-in-profile/virtuele-tentoonstelling/index.html



S O I L  M O N O L I T H S  F O R  T H E  F L E M I S H  N AT U R E  E D U C AT I O N  C E N T R E S /
T R AV E L L I N G  E X H I B I T I O N
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“You talk too much” 
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A R T I S T  I N  R E S I D E N C E  -  D E  W A R A N D E

F A T H E R  -  F I C T I O N A L  W R I T E R  A K A  
P R O F E S S I O N A L  S T O R Y T E L L E R



( S ) O I L  O N  C A N VA S
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S O I L  S L I D E R  /  B O D E M S C H U I F

Photo’s: https://portfolio.onroerenderfgoed.be/project/oud-turnhout-de-bodemschuif



Immersive free access online soil education - 
 nominated by KU Leuven for the EdX education prize

https://www.edx.org/course/as-above-so-below-an-introduction-to-soils-ecosy-2



Digital twin of the KU Leuven Soil monolith collection

https://ees.kuleuven.be/soil-monoliths/



Kindly refer to https://ees.kuleuven.be/soil-monoliths/ for photo credits

https://ees.kuleuven.be/soil-monoliths/
https://ees.kuleuven.be/soil-monoliths/


“Am I still preaching to the choir?” 



S O U N D  O F  S C I E N C E  
U N I V E R S I T E I T  VA N  V L A A N D E R E N  
R A D I O  1  -  I N T E R N E  K E U K E N  E N  A P E R I T I V O
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D I G I TA L  S A N D  B O X



S O I L  H E R I TA G E  P R O J E C T  



“We don’t get fooled again” 
W H O ,  T H E  -  1 9 7 1

T H O U G H T  6





‘Et tu Brute?’ 

De enige vraag die dan nog rest….



Zweer jij de ‘bruine klodder’ 
af en help je mee het echte 

verhaal van de bodem 
vertellen? 

F I N A L  T H O U G H T



karen.vancampenhout@kuleuven.be   -  @k_oron on Twitter

B E D A N K T  V O O R  J U L L I E  A A N D A C H T

mailto:karen.vancampenhout@kuleuven.be
mailto:karen.vancampenhout@kuleuven.be

